58         LEGEND  OF THE  BURMESE BUDDHA.

Ananda among the Eahaiis, said, " My dear Bahans, where
is Ananda ? " Having been informed of all that was
taking place, he desired a Rahan to go and call Ananda.
The message having been conveyed rapidly to Ananda,
he hastened to come back into the presence of Buddha,
whom he saluted as usual, and then took his seat.
Buddha, addressing him, said, " 0 Ananda, your tears and
lamentations are to no purpose ; do not give yourself up
to disquietude; cease to shed tears. Have I not previ-
ously said to you that distance or death must separate us
from the dearest objects ? In the body there is a prin-
ciple which causes its existence and its preservation as
long as the opposite principle of destruction does not pre-
vail. It is true you have ministered unto me for many
years with all your strength and the most perfect devoted-
ness. But you shall reap the reward due for so many
good offices. Apply yourself to the exercise of Kamatan,
and soon you shall be freed from the world of passions
and the influence of mutability."

Addressing then, with a gentle voice all the Kahaiis
present, Buddha began to praise Ananda, saying, " Be-
loved Rahans, Ananda12 has been during many years my

12 On a former occasion, Buddha    and zeal for the propagation of re-
had raised his voice to bestow praises    ligion, which had ever distinguished
on the memory of the great Thari-    the illustrious friend of Maukalan.
putra, whose relics he was holding on    In Ananda, the searching and keen
the palm of one of his hands in the    eye of Buddha discovered excellen-
presence of the assembled Rahans.     cies of a less shining and bright
Now, a short time before he yields    hue, but, in point of sterling worth,
up the ghost, he summons all his    second to none. Ananda is a match-
strength, and at great length passes    less pattern of gentleness, amiability,
the highest encomium on his amiable    devotedness, and placid religious zeal,
and ever-devoted attendant, the truly    He loves all his brethren, and he is,
kind-hearted Ananda. These are the    in return, beloved by them all. His
only two instances mentioned in this    superior goodness of heart and pla-
compilation, when Buddha has con-    cidity of temper secure to him an
descended to eulogise the great vir-    almost undisputed precedence over
tues and eminent merits of two dis-    the other members of the assembly,
ciples. In Thariputra, Buddha ex-    Tearing the veil that conceals futurity
tolled the transcendent mental at-    from our eager regards, Buddha fore-
tain ments, the heroic achievements    tells the future conquests to be made
in the practice of virtue, the fervour    by the mild and persuasive eloquence